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he Gorakhpur hospital i India saw death of 72
children while politicians and the medical official
haggle over the causes of death.

It 15 a heartbreaking episode for the families of
these children. A loss that never be recovered in terms of
human tragedy.

Yet, we have developed some form of a con in
our conscience. From rape, honour killings to lynch-mob
murders, all brings an outrage is us like a comnmnicable
disease; then suffer an then move on to our daily business
after recovery until the next tragedy strikes.

And, it is true to say that the same norms apply
after each of these tragedies, the professional bureaucrats
and politicians move on after usually a botched-up
inquiry report that never points to any conclusive facts.

The political bankruptey has been exhibited at its
best when the Director General of the Uttar Pradesh
medical education department said that no relative of the
more than 60 children, who had died, reportedly due to
lack of oxygen supply. in the past five days at
Gorakhpur’s BRD Medical College Hospital, had asked
for autopsy to be conducted. He said that the state
government, too, had not issued any directive asking the
hospital to conduct postmortem.

The Indian Express quoted, “No postmortem 1s
being conducted on the children who died at the hospital.
No family member has come forward till now requesting
that postmortem be conducted. We have received no
orders for autopsy, in case postmortem examinations
were conducted, the cause of death would have come as
cardio respiratory arrest, said the Director General
(Medical Education) K K Gupta said”.
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It 1s beggar’s belief that this is called an example
of ‘good governance’. The newly appointed principal of
BRD hospital, Dr P K Singh said that there was no
provision to get postmortem conducted on patients who
died of infection. “Hence, we are not conducting autopsy
on bodies of the children,” he added. So. how do you
determine the causes of death of so many children in a
such short space of time at one medical facility?

I share the wiews expressed by the former
chairman of The Hindu paper on another occasion when
Mr Ram quite appropriately said, “Government
regulation was believed to be at the root of corruption
and liberalisation was predicted to reduce corruption by
removing regulations. After so many years, the opposite
has happened. It is clear regulation is not the problem,
but regulatory misconduet.”

He emphasised, “It underlines the intractability
of corruption and without making deep and radical
changes to the political econoniy, it will not be possible
to prevent and elininate the endemic and deep-seated
disorder.”

He added.” There is nothing called political
corruption as a standalone category. Corporate and non-
corporate business world work with political parties. Our
laws have to be reformed.”

The lucrative business in health care: the growth
of the private sector has shifted the focus of the political
agenda from the public-sector health care. The health of
the poor and those who can least effort access to
healthcare 1s shding towards the lower end of the
government priorities. presumably mfluenced by the
vested imterests.
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National President IMA. Dr KK Agrawal agreed
with Dr SK Mittal, an Ex Director Professor of Paediatric
who wrote that what 15 happening in Gorakhpur is
nothing new or umique. The doctors are the usual
scapegoat while the truth of bureaucratic delays never
comes out. He said that the incidences will keep
reoccurring unless we find solutions to many of the
procedures that has repetitive steps causing delays.

While agreemng, I also suspect there is a huge
void of professional ethical practices and lack of capacity
for providing leadership conduct in the profession. I
grant that there are serious issues with availability of
resources and the pressure of population.

The CM of Utter Pradesh and the BJP 1s likely to
get their own medicine that they were dishing out to their
predecessors. Given the rhetoric of non-nonsense with
‘good effective governance’ the Yogiji administration
has shown little sensitivity towards what could be
suspected the ‘medical ecriminality” at the hospital!

The main drawback has been our attitude
towards public health care sector and effective seli-
regulatory functions of the medical profession that has
let down the level of provisions for standard of care!

This may be a common experience across India
for those who are lucky to have a clinical facility nearby.
But it is high time the politicians wake up to the daily
crists faced by their voters.

Engulfed with in communal battlefields and hero
worshiping mindset, for the voters, the publicly funded
health care still does not seem to be top of their priority
of the agenda for election. We are failing to seck
accountability where it matters. Jai1 Hind.
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